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Thanksgiving Outreach Ministry

The pastor al staff,

would like to invite the entire church to join us in
our annual Thanksgiving Outreach Ministry

deacons, and

GIVE

providing Thanksgiving food baskets to families Wi HAN KS
i ithi bO M\\m' FRIENDS - GRATITUDI

could use a helping hand within our church

and community. All neperishable food items need
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Thanksgiving
Holiday Schedule

In honor of the Thanksgiving holiday
the church office will close at Noon @
Wednesday, November 21, 2018.
There will be NO afternoon/evening
activities on that day. The church of
fice will be closed all day on Thursdg
and Friday, November-23, 2018.
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Our Community Thanks-
giving Service will be held
this year at the
Floresville Christian
Fellowship

(625 Bluebonnet,
N. Hwy 97 E.)

Qn Zlgal o(ye%ber 18,

We WIIHpErtM:IMa@ with
gther (9galghurches and
hanks to our Lord
er as a community
of believers.
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Invisible Widows

by Jeannie McCarville
Who are we?

Most of us are the invisible among you. | am one. | am a part of the fastest growing demographic in th
United States as baby boomers age. There are over 14 million widows in the United States today. Se\
hundred thousand join our ranks every day. We, as widows, lose 75% of our friendship network when:
become a widow. Friendship connections that are primarily through our husbands, change; the loss of
friends, while it may be appropriate, is still painful for us to process. Sixty percent of us experience ser
ous health issues in that first year after our
depression in the first month after our spouse
later. Most of us experience financial decline. My income was cut in half, yet | still have the same hou:s
and automobile expenses. Sevardgypercent of widows below the poverty line were NOT fore
their husbandf6s death.

Some of us have moved from the front row of the church to the back row. If you have noticed, some of
our widows all sit together. That is because we are lonely and feel uncomfortable sitting alone. There
no greater feeling of discomfort for me than to have to walk into church alone and then sit by myself.

Some of us have moved from singing and serving to solitude and silent sobbing. About 50% have left t
church they attended with their husbands and have gone to find a place where they feel like they belon

May | help you understand us by describing some of my personal experiences?

Becoming a widow means nothing is ever going to be the same. When Tom passed away, absolutely ¢
iota of my existence changed: my calendar, my check book, what is in the refrigerator, the thermostat,

With gratitude, we makeu p _i s now seldom used, an_d my bed i_s now to
' the hipd so to speak. We did everything toget
discover that we tance, but_ mo st | y becau_se we thoroughly enj oye
my wants and needs first. Now sometimes the loneliness is unbearable for me. Even though | might n
are not only be watching the television, | keep it on all t
and solitude are words that are not descriptive enough of the space that becomes the cocoon of the wi
close to Godow. We discover that our journeys are very di
an incredibly strong connecting bond that links us to each other because of our shared experience. W
heart, but He every widowds story is different, we all share
scription. There will be no more phone calls from him, no love notes or birthday cards, no second chan
measures to right any past regrets we might have.
everyone else by What else do we as widows share with one another?

We might study the 103 scriptural references in the Bible about widows with desperation to find whethe
we are invisible to God as well. With gratit.?u
He measures everyone else by how they treat us. James @:®R'esdys, gi on t hat God o
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself famdeing p
This is both a comforting and sobering insight. Widows, orphans, prisoners, théivGicelessoses

to speak for us. We might gain a fresh perspective on scripture. 1 Corinthisrsolr@evand Pr ai s e
be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfor
all our troubles, so that we can comNmondcant hose
comfort us like another widow, because she has walked that road before us. In turn, we should be mo\
deeply when we see another woman enter this experience and we should want to comfort her in her gri

how they treat us.

I f youdd |ike some ideas about how to help wioc
the widows at FBC, contact me at tamccarville@msn.com.

ﬂ Statistical information was obtained fr om a nRaier publisheddby Quirdadhe d ¢
Magazine. April 11, 20héps:/thomrainer.com/2016/02/severeasonsvhy-yourchurchshouldhaveaministryto-widows/

ﬂ Other information was gathered from a wefsitgidallestonnection.com
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Remembering Sutherland Springs

~ |saiah 61:3 (TLB) crown
EAU

Rather than focus on the tragic events of last November 5th, come join First Baptist Churcl orn asbees,
erland Springs ddunday, November 4, 2018, from 1im6pm for a commemorative anniversa
celebration of all that God has done in our community during the past year. Governor Gre(  instead of mourning,
will be speaking, along with Dr. Jim Richards, the Executive Director of the Southern Bapti: FRAL :,insteaaof
Texas Convention. There will be live music, aBeBHwill cater lunch for the first 400 attendee: despair.

ISAIAH 613

0To all who mourn in |srael He wi || gi ve: Hij]]gjvef
O,

Safety Committee

At a recent Business Meeting, First Baptist Church of Floresville (FBCF) authorized the creation ofa =™ * °
Committee. The Committee on Committees created this committee and recruited members to fill the
positions.

FBCF feels it is prudent, in light of recent events in our state and in our nation, to develop policies ani
procedures that, when implemented, will minimize or negate harm to our members and visitors in the
likely event that disaster strikes.

The Safety Committee is charged with developing and implementing Safety Policy, a FBCF Safety O
ing Manual, and procedures to implement the Safety Policies.

The Safety Committee has developed policies and procedures for the following unlikely
scenarios: Our desired goal

9 Medical Emergencies,
9 Acts of God such as the following: tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, etc.
9 Active Shooter. procedures to

is to have in place

Our initial focus is on greater monitoring of the Sanctuary, Nursery, and Family Life Center. Due to insuf-  react
ficient resources, we will only be able to cover Sunday School (Bible Study Hour) and second service on
Sunday. We are currently working on procedures for Wednesday evening activities. We hope to have tagpropriately
Wednesday evening procedures developed to be implemented in the near future.

and quickly to
Our procedures include Greeters in the parking lots before and after service. The greeters will likely have
radios to effectively and constantly communicate with the Safety Committee Cha@thaiViddese minimize...harm to
radios are shogalesistant, waterproof, link with the National Weather Service, and contain flashlights in the
event of a power outage. our members and
Our future plans include purchasing and installing, in phasegeftsimeras at key locations along with visitors.
equipment for a monitoring control center.

Our desired goal is to have in place procedures to react appropriately and quickly to minimize or negate
vandalism and harm to our members and visitors.

If you are interested in receiving our current draft of the Safety Committee Operating Manual, please con-
tact the church office.

If you have recommendations, suggestions, or specific questions, you can address them to Carter Thomas at
carter.thomas@frontier.com or by phone at333®872.
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KidMin News

Every November and December, many of wus go thr
gifts they will receive at Christmas. Before you donate thosegghtlyys, check out our list of Kid-
Min needs below. Maybe you have just what we are looking for!
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You can drop off your donations at the Chil dre
O %—u%c urch office during the week between®8gm. Donations not used by
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nated to our local foster closet.

Parents, dondt forget to RSVP NO|H|NG tl e
Conference that will take place on Sunday, November 11, 2018, at 4 I —
Childcare provided by RSVP only. The deadline to RSVP is Tuesda =

) L]

NOTHING LESS: November 6, 2018. Y ovwvitbet.orgichiildres RS\
Come learn the top ltds not too | ate to fj6thigradersheetoTeam Ki ds Pr ai se
15 influencers of Wednesdays at 4:45pm) or Bible Buddiey€2r olds meet on Wednesday at 6:30 pm). They are work-

ing on their skits and music for the Christmas program.

spiritual health to . . . . . . .
If you are interested in helping us make costumes for the Bible Buddies, watch the bulletin for infor-

guide parents and mation on our costurmaaking day.

churches to avoid The oMore Than Momsd6é group ( Madk)to CGrdselisatTerKetrst.n g &

o MTM meets every Friday morning at 9:00 am. Childcare is provided.
negative influences

Upcomlng Dates to Remember:
and focus on what

11/02 6:00pmo Mor e Than Momsé Movie Night
Most Important for

11/11 4.00pmo Settl e f or Not hi nigChildeare praviddd byRSVt Conf e
12/13 9:00amo Mor e Than Momso6 Field Trip to Devine

our children.

Everyone isinvited to a 90th Birthday Party for Billie Riddle

on Saturday, November 24, 2018 ,from 2-4 pm in the church
Fellowship Hall.

No gifts please. Hope to see you there!
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Womends Ministry News

Hello everyone!

Did everyone get their waumps, boots, sweaters, and hoodies out for our brief cold snap? Remember,
dondt p uflopstakay jsseyetfwithiopr totally UNPREDICTABLE weather! The One we can all
rely on to be UNCHANGEABLE and EVERRESENT is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

We all had a wonderful time at the Women of Jo' /| e
conference! The sound of praising the Lord ech( Bl
throughout! What a beautiful aroma we lifted to {
Lord (all 4,800 of our closest friends)! The speal

. . . g . Shoebox Coll ect
were just as amazing and uplifting with their mes Dat es:
they shared and our hearts received a word fromu Sunday
Lord. We hope to be ordering a copy of the DVL November 4t h
the conference that will be available to share wit b L = 7. > = through

of you. We are already planning for the Women ERee Wednesday,

Joy 2019 tour: 0De e {82919, Rtdhe Hemrgt B. GanmaleSGopventom Bemter, 6 November 7th.

so mark your calendars! c de an addit
r

FAMILY MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES: We will have an Operation Christmas Child (OCC) shoebox shipping
packing party at the home of Sally Gaertner (2184 County Road 401) on November 3, 2018, from 3:00
pmi 5:00 pm. Bring a snack to share because packing is hard work! We are encouraging everyone to
begin collecting items to fill a shoe box. Empty boxes are available in the church foyer. Remember, the
church will be collecting boxes Sunday, November 4, 2018, through Wednesday, November 7, 2018. The
office is open daily from 8agpm (closed from 1Ppm for lunch), and they will be happy to take your
OCC box during the week. Remember to include an additional $9 to cover the cost of shipping and prin:
ed materials that will be shared with children around the world.

Il ncl u
$9 fo

THANKSGIVING BASKETS: Our church has annually collected items for Thanksgiving baskets to hely Daytime

out those needing a bit of extra assistance during this time. We will be gathering on Saturday, Novem ;

17, 2018, to deliver these baskets. Everyone is invited to help! We need drivers, food donations, cash Custodian

donations (to purchase turkeys), and help sorting and filling the baskets. We will be asking for baked Needed

goods to be donated as well. This is a wonderful ministry opportunity for the entire family!

Pl ease check the Womends Ministry bulletin bo cof

Gaertner at 362961068 or Donna Arispe at 25609642 for more information about any of these

events.
Applications are
accepted for a c

o<~

During the month of November, the Floresville Food Pantry & Resource cfu Sttlo dian. tT' hi s
Center is requesting nparishable food items that are typically associated | iu-o r mg u Stog i ; |° n
with Thanksgiving. Please donate the following: canned yams, canned ence i s redquire
cranberry sauce, canned green beans, canned corn, instant potatoes,and Appl i cati ons ar e

boxed dressing. The Pantry always appreciates monetary donations as ~ @ble in the church of -
well. Call 838211151 for more information about the great work that lce or visit th

web page at
goes on there. www. f.barfg

The Floresville Food Pantry is located at the corner of 5th & A. They are open each Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 10ar@pm. See Bonnie Dickerson for more questions or to get information about volunteering.
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Missionary Moments

A word from the Coffey family in southern Bel.

We are excited to welcome a new student to the Belize Bible College for theveeeksmdf&lasses
which began on October 22, 2018. We ar e
during this term.

curre

We have 3 students that will graduate this spring with an Associates in Theology degree. They all plan
continue working toward their Bachelords in Th
Abel Arriaza, and Jonell Bal tazar. Wedre so g

Construction will begin this month on a dormitory, and we hope it will be completed in the spring. This
will open up several opportunities for students to attend the Belize Bible College from all over the coun-

try.

Please pray. Our funding has been on a steady decline since the summer. We are now around 65% fi
ed. We are trusting God that He will provide. We want everyone to know that beside®piiayer,
supportis our greatest need. We are truly grateful to FBC for your continued support and for the many
members who faithfully support wus. We Kknow th
not know how they can be a part of what God is doing in Belize.

Caleb is doing well. He is excelling in school and making all As (his lowest grade is a 95). All praise to
God for blessing him. Caleb is learning to play the piano (of course). He loves it, and is gifted musicall
just like his momma.
~ Aaron, Ashley, and Caleb Coffey
Missionaries to Belize

Jerry & Elizabeth Averill
Scotland

The Trey Fleming family
Japan

The Aaron Coffey family
Belize Bible College

The Derek Ross family
Philippines

The Bob Farley family
Belize & Guatemala

Paul & Sherry Sudolcan
Philippines

Dear Friends and fellow church members:

Sandie and | are planning a mission trip to the Baja Peninsula of Mexico on Janu2o¢ 9.1 We will

be traveling with my sister, Irene, and her husband, Fred, working in Vicente Guerrero in Baja Californi
with the Foundation for His Ministry (www.ffhm.org). Their purpose is to Rescue Children, Reach the
Lost, and Restore the Broken. We will be working with an orphanage there and also working and witne
ing in a nearby village.

If you feel moved by God to support us financially in this trip, we would be grateful, but most of all we
covet your prayers now to prepare the hearts of the children and their families that we will be working
with, as well as for safe travels for the whole team. If you feel you want to donate financially, please su
mit your gift to the church office and indicate on your check or giving envelope that it is for the Baja Mis
sion Trip.

We plan to hold a BBQ plate fundraiser some time in early November as well.

Thank you in advance for your support, prayers, and love.
~ Amos & Sandie Garcia



